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The Honorable Dan M. Tangherlini 
Administrator 
U.S. General Services Administration 
Washington, DC 20405 

Dear Administrator Tangherlini: 

We write today regarding the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA)’s compliance with the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day (JWOD) Act, which requires federal agencies to purchase specified products and services through the 
AbilityOne Program. 

The AbilityOne Program offers employment opportunities for nearly 50,000 individuals who are blind or have 
other significant disabilities. The JWOD Act mandates that federal government entities obtain any products or 
services included on the AbilityOne Program Procurement List (PL) from a nonprofit agency employing persons 
who are blind or have other significant disabilities as long as that product or service is available within the normal 
period required by that government entity. 

When products are on the PL and a federal agency has a need for them, those products must be purchased from 
the AbilityOne Program. Federal employees are prohibited from purchasing products determined to be 
"essentially the same" as products on the PL. 

In order to ensure GSA is fully aware of, and in compliance with, the AbilityOne purchase requirements 
mandated by the MOD Act, we ask GSA to respond to the following questions: 

� What has been the performance of GSA commercial contractors with regard to maintaining the 
AbilityOne mandatory status? How has GSA managed non-compliant contractors? 

� What mark-up does GSA apply to AbilityOne products sold through GSA Global Supply? 
� What specific policies will GSA follow to ensure that commercial contractors comply with the mandatory 

requirements of the AbilityOne program? 

We ask GSA to work with us, the AbilityOne Commission, and National Industries for the Blind to guarantee 
compliance with the JWOD Act and further the goal of creating long-term, stable employment for Americans 
who are blind or who have other significant disabilities. 

Sincerely, 
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Rep. Lee Terry 
Rep. Sanford Bishop 
Rep. Blake Farenthold 
Rep. Thomas Marino 
Rep. Austin Scott 
Rep. Greg Harper 
Rep. Pete Sessions 
Rep. Louise M. Slaughter 
Rep. Mike D. Rogers (AL) 
Rep. Richard Hanna 
Rep. Susan W. Brooks 
Rep. Terri Sewell 
Rep. Tim Griffin 
Rep. Todd Young 
Rep. Cedric Richmond 
Rep. Martha Roby 
Rep. Corrine Brown 
Rep. Pete P. Gallego 
Rep. Gerald E. Connolly 
Rep. Steve Womack 
Rep. Patrick McHenry 
Rep. Eliot L. Engel 
Rep. Sam Farr 
Rep. Alcee Hastings 
Rep. Michael Conaway 
Rep. Phil Roe 
Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner 
Rep. Beto O’Rourke 
Rep. Patrick Meehan 
Rep. Lamar Smith 
Rep. Fred Upton 
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee 
Rep. Alan Lowenthal 
Rep. Madeleine Bordallo 
Rep. John Mica 
Rep. James Lankford 
Rep. Jim McDermott 
Rep. Andre Carson 
Rep. Cohn Peterson 
Rep. Rick Crawford 
Rep. Juan Vargas 
Rep. Markwayne Mullin 
Rep. Luke Messer 
Rep. Suzan DelBene 
Rep. Mike Thompson 
Rep. Larry Bucshon 



Rep. Jim Bridenstine 
Rep. Todd Rokita 
Rep. Steve Chabot 
Rep. Bill Cassidy 
Rep. Joaquin Castro 
Rep. Steve Scalise 
Rep. John Lewis 
Rep. Tom Cotton 
Rep. Ron Barber 
Rep. Stephen Lynch 
Rep. Kyrsten Sinema 
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry 
Rep. Charles B. Rangel 
Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
Rep. Adam Smith 
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson 
Rep. David Price 
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